Late-appearing Philadelphia chromosome in acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
We describe the cytogenetic analysis of a patient affected by a common acute lymphoblastic leukemia, L2 type. At diagnosis and first relapse, the karyotype was normal, whereas at the second relapse more than 60% of the examined cells showed a Philadelphia chromosome, without any change in the morphological and immunophenotypical picture. This case confirms the observation that leukemic cells are susceptible to developing a Ph, considered a primary chromosomal abnormality, during the course of the disease.